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White Paper Draft from INANE Student Publications Workgroup 

Helping Students Get Published: Tips from Journal Editors 

Introduction 

A recent study by editors of nursing journals revealed mounting concern among editors about 

the high rate of inappropriate manuscripts, largely products of academic assignments, submitted by 

students (Kennedy, Newland, & Owens, In review). The study also revealed that responding editors 

accept the responsibility of advancing authorship skills among future nursing leaders but call on faculty 

and clinical leaders to partner in the endeavor. The Student Paper Work Group of the International 

Academy of Nursing Editors (INANE) developed this White Paper to assist faculty and clinical mentors in 

guiding students towards successful publication.  

Background 

Members of INANE gather annually in person and communicate regularly electronically. A 

recurring problem discussed over the years has been a concern about scholarly writing among students. 

In fact, numerous publications are available at Nurse Author & Editor (About Nurse Author, n.d.) as 

guides to scholarly writing. Informal sharing in 2014 led to the formation of The INANE Student Paper 

Work Group. Discussions revealed that the issue was complicated by the increasing number of academic 

programs requiring students to submit manuscripts for publication to fulfill criteria for graduation or 

course completion.  The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) includes knowledge 

dissemination in both the Masters Essentials (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2011) and 

Doctoral Essentials for Advanced Nursing Practice (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2006). 

In addition to the AACN requirements, specialty organizations such as the National Organization of 

Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF), have built oral and written communication into expected graduate 
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competencies (Thomas et al., 2014). To meet the AACN Essentials and specialty requirements, colleges 

of nursing have included various assignments ranging from submission of query letters to full 

manuscripts as course or graduation requirements.   

Scholarly writing is a learned skill (Sword, 2012). The focus on clinical nursing communication 

such as record keeping, does not promote writing skills for scholarly publication. Many clinical faculty 

who guide student authors, do not have experience in publishing. Additionally, a review of the AACN 

Essentials documents shows that there are no discreet curricular threads on scholarly writing, despite 

the recommendation of dissemination through scholarly writing. It seemed to the INANE group that 

students were not learning the skills needed for scholarly writing in preparation for an assignment to 

submit a paper to a journal. That lack of preparation resulted in inappropriate submissions by students 

and a dilemma for nurse editors in responding appropriately to students.  

 The INANE Student Paper Work Group conducted a survey of nursing editors in 2015 to specify 

issues associated with student paper submission. The survey contained 3 Likert-type questions 

identifying the frequency of student submissions, type of academic programs represented among the 

submitting students, and a listing of problems that editors experienced with the submitted papers. 

Additionally there were 6 open-ended questions to expand on the forced choice list, opinions about the 

requirement of submitting manuscripts as part of a program and finally, editors’ view of requiring 

authors to report if the submission was a course or program requirement. The respondents were also 

asked to report how they respond to student authors whose manuscripts are rejected. Respondents 

were asked to report what role they thought faculty should play if manuscript submission was a 

requirement and finally, respondents could report any issues that were not included in the survey 

(Kennedy, Newland, & Owens, In review).  
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 The responses to the narrative questions provided some clear direction to guide development of 

a tool for nursing faculty and clinical leaders. Six themes emerged from the content analysis: 

Submissions often failed to follow author guidelines; in fact, many editors reported that they often 

received the academic papers (complete dissertation or project report). Student submissions often had 

common characteristics such as excessive use of quotes and the presentation of theories or conceptual 

frameworks that were not operationalized or guiding the work. Literature reviews often lacked synthesis 

or description of how the review could advance practice. Manuscript organization and clarity were often 

identified as a problem. Small sample size was also described as a common problem in research papers.  

 Editor respondents reported student author behavior often lacked professionalism as 

demonstrated by the failure to follow-through with the publishing process. The INANE Student Paper 

Work Group were surprised at the respondent reports that faculty behavior was sometimes derelict as 

demonstrated by the lack of guidance in manuscript preparation even when faculty were listed as co-

authors. Respondents raised concerns that, at times there was violation of authorship ethics (Kennedy, 

Newland, & Owens, In review). 

Editor respondents reported communication strategies used in communicating with student 

authors. Editors reported that publication guidelines guided their actions. Some editors rejected 

manuscripts outright while others provided clear rationale supporting editorial decisions.  Despite 

negative reports, some editor respondents reported that it was clear when faculty acted as mentors in 

the publication process. Editor respondents offered suggestions that could guide faculty mentors.  

Summary 

The problems identified by our survey and the suggested resources for faculty who wish to 

continue with assignments related to scholarly publication fall into several broad categories. First is the 

issue of students with poor general writing skills accepted into programs where writing for publication is 
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an expected outcome. To address this issue, faculty must develop experiences and assignments to 

improve basic skills such as constructing logical sentences and paragraphs, organizing thoughts into 

coherent arguments, and improving the ability of students to follow guidelines for submitting papers to 

scholarly publications. Basic resources for this issue include using online writing laboratories (OWLs) and 

other existing university programs designed to help students who struggle with writing or English 

language proficiency. The resource table in this document makes several specific suggestions. 

A second general problem identified relates to the differences between writing for the faculty 

audience (a class assignment) and writing for peers (scholarly literature). Faculty should not add 

requirements to assignments that confuse students, such as requiring a theoretical framework if one is 

not indicated in the proposed article. A general resource for helping students learn how to approach 

writing for professional journals is the free web-based course of that title at the University of Utah 

(http://nursing.utah.edu/journalwriting/). Faculty can download the entire course as an export package 

and include it in their course materials. The course is licensed under a Creative Commons Non-

commercial Share Alike license. 

A final general problem relates to ethical and professional conduct, which can be addressed in a 

variety of ways. For students, create ethics modules and professional conduct exercises throughout the 

curriculum in several different classes. Many survey respondents believed faculty who assign projects, 

such as submission of an article to a journal, have ethical and professional responsibilities to mentor 

students appropriately so that students will have a positive experience with scholarly publishing. 

Therefore, faculty are obligated to provide ongoing feedback on writing assignments. Editors should not 

be considered the arbiters of student projects either by providing responses to submission by a certain 

date, or by acting as the first reviewers of students’ scholarly work. That role belongs to faculty. Through 

http://nursing.utah.edu/journalwriting/
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the careful creation of writing assignments, students can learn how to write and be more successful in 

producing scholarly work for the broader nursing community. 

Nursing journal editors have experience in scholarly writing and many are or have been nursing 

faculty or clinical nursing leaders with scholarly publication experience.  Based on scholarly publication 

experience and the results of the survey conducted by The INANE Student Paper Work Group, the 

following table provides resources addressing a myriad of publication problems that faculty face in 

working with student authors.  
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Table. Resources for Faculty to Use in Mentoring Students in Scholarly Writing 

Problem Examples Possible solutions Resources 

Poor writing 

skills, lack of 

English 

language 

proficiency  

Incomplete 

sentences, 

poor grammar 

and word 

choice, poor 

paragraph 

construction 

 Make use of existing online 

writing labs (OWLs) 

 Assign student self-

assessments from OWLs  

 Assign video lectures from 

OWLs for specific problems  

 Work with student resources 

on your campus to provide 

similar experiences 

 Assign students to take a 

writing course if available  

 Assign ESL students to 

appropriate campus 

resources  

http://grammar.about.com/od/blogsandlinks/tp/wconline.htm 

(lists the top 5 OWLs  and compares their strengths – 4 are in US 

universities and listed below) 

 

 Consider exploring each for their strengths and possible use in 

teaching specific to your students’ needs,  

 Look specifically for faculty resources to use in your courses 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/  

http://owl.excelsior.edu/  

http://writing.colostate.edu/  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/  

Poor 

organization, 

inappropriate 

format 

No logical flow 

to the paper, 

poor 

understanding 

of formal 

paper format, 

essential vs 

 Consider assignment of mind 

mapping to help students 

organize thoughts  

 Ask students to search 

Equator Guidelines for 

format appropriate to the 

https://prezi.com/kyc1iz07umrl/what-is-rhetoric-and-how-can-it-help-

you-as-a-writer/  

http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/mind-mapping  

http://freenuts.com/top-10-free-online-mind-mapping-tools/  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/673/01/  

http://grammar.about.com/od/blogsandlinks/tp/wconline.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
http://owl.excelsior.edu/
http://writing.colostate.edu/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://prezi.com/kyc1iz07umrl/what-is-rhetoric-and-how-can-it-help-you-as-a-writer/
https://prezi.com/kyc1iz07umrl/what-is-rhetoric-and-how-can-it-help-you-as-a-writer/
http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/mind-mapping
http://freenuts.com/top-10-free-online-mind-mapping-tools/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/673/01/
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non-essential 

content 

type of manuscript 

envisioned  

 Require use of guidelines 

appropriate for the type of 

manuscript in process 

http://www.equator-network.org/  

Poor use of 

references 

Secondary 

sources rather 

than primary 

sources used, 

non-peer 

reviewed 

sources such 

as Wikipedia, 

commercial 

websites 

 Consider requiring the use of 

reference formatting and 

bibliographic databases  

 Work with librarians to 

incorporate the tools 

supported by the libraries, 

ask librarians to do a class or 

online module for the 

students 

 Consider short writing 

assignments to help students 

understand the differences 

between primary and 

secondary sources, such as 

research a question related 

to a controversial topic (eg, 

vaccines and autism, chronic 

fatigue and mercury fillings) 

with evidence-based 

resources and justification as 

to why the resources are 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/980/04/  

http://owl.excelsior.edu/posts/view/389  

http://www.senseaboutscience.org/   

http://www.equator-network.org/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/980/04/
http://owl.excelsior.edu/posts/view/389
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/
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reliable and what makes the 

other non-scholarly 

Plagiarism Mosaic or 

hybrid 

plagiarism and 

text or paper 

recycling most 

common  

 Require submission of all 

papers to online similarity 

matching program such as 

Turnitin, SafeAssign, 

Writecheck, or equivalent  

 Recognize that some sources 

will not be included in these 

resources because they are 

behind paywalls so faculty 

should also look for 

grammatically poor writing, 

or writing that sounds like it 

comes from a different voice 

 Assign video from 

Plagiarism.org on 10 types of 

plagiarism 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/  

http://owl.excelsior.edu/avoiding_plagiarism/  

https://goo.gl/9ykZTU  (free plagiarism checker and proofreader) 

www.plagiarism.org  

http://turnitin.com/en_us/resources  

http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/webcasts/   

 

Lack of 

synthesis of 

ideas 

Students 

catalogue or 

report findings 

without 

adding any 

original 

thoughts to 

demonstrate 

 Consider a brief writing 

assignment requiring 

synthesis of research findings 

about a single topic. Supply 

students with a list of 6 good 

articles on a single topic, or 

ask a PICO(T) question and 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/980/05/  

http://learntech.physiol.ox.ac.uk/cochrane_tutorial/cochlibd0e187.php  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
http://owl.excelsior.edu/avoiding_plagiarism/
https://goo.gl/9ykZTU
http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://turnitin.com/en_us/resources
http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/webcasts/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/980/05/
http://learntech.physiol.ox.ac.uk/cochrane_tutorial/cochlibd0e187.php
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical
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mastery of the 

topic 

require students to write up 

their research and answers  

 Grade for synthesis of 

information  

 Require submission to 

plagiarism detection 

software with submission of 

assignment and use feedback 

to show students what is 

unacceptable recycling to 

text 

Lack of 

expertise, lack 

of 

understanding 

of the topic, 

lack of in-

depth 

research on 

the topic 

Students 

unable to 

summarize 

information in 

their own 

words because 

they lack basic 

understanding, 

tend to use 

quotes or 

plagiarize 

sentences by 

substituting 

only a few 

words with 

synonyms, 

topic is 

 Make writing assignments 

that build on prior 

knowledge, eg, refine 

purpose statement based on 

students’ summaries of a 

clinical issue or situation that 

piqued interest in the topic. 

Consider assignment of 

reverse outlining of difficult 

source material.  

 Consider assignment related 

to reviewing content on the 

selected journal website with 

a brief write-up of how the 

student’s idea differs from 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/689/1/  

http://webapp.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/   

http://libguides.utsa.edu/   

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/689/1/
http://webapp.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/
http://libguides.utsa.edu/


 

10 
 

something 

already 

published in 

the target 

journal 

what has been published to 

date in the target journal.  

 Consider requiring that 

students find related 

literature outside the 

biomedical/nursing field for 

appropriate assignments. 

Encourage searches in 

multiple databases or use 

library databases at your 

institution to design specific 

search queries.  

Failure to 

follow journal 

guidelines 

Use of 

incorrect 

referencing 

system, 

exceeds word 

limits, formats 

project 

incorrectly 

 Require submission of the 

author guidelines along with 

the completed paper  

 Require student to make a 

checklist of key points in 

guidelines and use it for their 

assignment 

 Form a faculty group that reviews all papers and decides which 

papers should be submitted for publication.  

 Provide alternative opportunities for dissemination of projects 

such as research poster or presentation day, publication of 

abstracts of all papers in course shell, and have students 

provide critique of all the projects in a specific format. Critiques 

should focus on journal author and reviewer guidelines for the 

target journal. 

Inappropriate 

topic for 

selected 

journal 

QI projects 

targeted to a 

research 

journals, 

project done 

with staff 

nurses 

Consider a preparatory writing 

assignment to locate 3 possible 

target journals for submission 

and ask students to write out 

justification for each choice along 

with a summary of how the 

https://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/  

https://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/
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targeted to NP 

journals 

article should be focused to 

appeal to that target audience 

Inappropriate 

authorship 

Unclear who 

has 

contributed to 

paper or what 

the 

contribution 

was 

 Require students to review 

ICMJE authorship 

declaration, explain 

completely who has 

contributed which portions 

to the manuscript, and 

review CASRI contributor 

roles taxonomy.  

 For students working in 

groups require feedback 

from group to individuals as 

well as overall confidential 

feedback.  

 If faculty are to be 

considered authors require 

that the students ask faculty 

specifically and justify the 

author role.  

 Require that students ask 

anyone who is a contributor 

for permission to list them as 

such. 

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-

preparation/  

http://dictionary.casrai.org/Contributor_Roles  

 

Writing 

Resources 

 Suggested books and websites 

for general information on 

▪ Day, R. A. & Sakaduski, N. (2011). Scientific English: A Guide for 

Scientists and Other Professionals. Santa Barbara, CA: 

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/
http://dictionary.casrai.org/Contributor_Roles
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scholarly writing as well as 

resources specifically written for 

nurses 

Greenwood Press. (Also available as an eBook from www.abc-

clio.com)  

▪ Heinrich, K. T. (2007). A Nurse’s Guide to Presenting and 

Publishing. Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers. 

▪ Holland, K. & Watson, R. (Eds). (2012). Writing for Publication 

in Nursing and Health Care – Getting it Right. Oxford: Wiley-

Blackwell. 

▪ Lang, T. A., & Secic, M. (2006). How to Report Statistics in 

Medicine (2nd Ed.). Philadelphia: American College of Physicians 

▪ Nicoll, L.H., & Chinn, P. L., (2015). Writing in the digital age: 

Savvy publishing for healthcare professionals. Philadelphia, PA: 

Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins/Wolters Kluwer Health. 

▪ Saver, C. (2014). Anatomy of Writing for Publication for Nurses 

(2nd edition). Indianapolis: Sigma Theta Tau. (also available in 

Kindle format). 

▪ Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (1979). The Elements of Style (3rd 

Edition). New York: Macmillan 

▪ Sword, H. (2012). Stylish academic writing. Cambridge, MA: 

Boston University Press 

▪ Sword, H. (2016). The writer’s diet: A guide to fit prose. 

Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press 

http://www.abc-clio.com/
http://www.abc-clio.com/
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▪ www.naepub.com houses the Directory of Nursing Journals 

and many more resources for writing (directory is also found at 

https://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/)  

▪ http://nursing.utah.edu/journalwriting Free online course on 

writing for publication 

 

  

http://www.naepub.com/
https://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/
http://nursing.utah.edu/journalwriting
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